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FOR DEPARTMENT AND AID 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL, MZ 

SUBJECT: FLOODING WORSENS ALONG ZAMBEZI 
REF: (A) MAPUTO 0299; (B) MAPUTO 0332 

1 . SUMMARY: FLOODING ALONG ZAMBEZI HAS WORSENED AND SITUA- 
TION IS BECOMING MAJOR PROBLEM. DEATH TOLL HAS JUMPED FROM 
TWO TO FORTY-FOUR. CROP DAMAGE HAS BEEN EXTENSIVE AND LARGE 
AREAS OF SENA SUGAR ESTATES ARE THREATENED. GOVERNMENT HAS 
STILL NOT REQUESTED OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE, BUT IF SITUATION CON- 
TINUES TO DETERIORATE IT MAY BE FORCED TO DO SO. FLOOD DAM- 
AGE WILL, NEVERTHELESS, GREATLY INCREASE MOZAMBIQUE'S IMPORT- 
ED FOOD REQUIREMENTS. DEPT. AND USAID MAY WISH TO TAKE THIS 
EMERGENCY SITUATION INTO CONSIDERATION IN REVIEWING EMBASSY'S 
RECENT REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FOOD ASSISTANCE TO MOZAMBIQUE. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. LOCAL PRESS MARCH 25-27 REPORTS THAT FLOODING ALONG 
ZAMBEZI HAS SERIOUSLY WORSENED. FLOODING IS DUE IN PART 
TO LATE TORRENTIAL RAINS IN NORTHWESTERN MOZAMBIQUE, 

OPENING OF FLOOD GATES AT CABORA BASSA AND HEAVY FLOW OF 
WATER INTO ZAMBEZI FROM ITS NUMEROUS TRIBUTARIES. PRESS 
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ALSO INDICATES THAT HEAVY RAINFALLS IN EASTERN ZAMBIA AND 
RHODESIA AND OPENING OF FLOOD GATES AT KARIBA HAVE EXACER- 
BATED THE FLOODING IN CENTRAL MOZAMBIQUE. 

3. NUMBER OF FATALITIES DUE TO DROWNING HAVE INCREASED 
SIGNIFICANTLY IN PAST SEVEN DAYS. LAST WEEK GOVERNMENT 
REPORTED ONLY TWO CONFIRMED DEATHS. THAT FIGURE HAS NOW 
JUMPED TO FORTY-FOUR WITH MORE EXPECTED BEFORE HIGH WATER 
MARK OF THE FLOOD REACHES THE SEA AND THE RIVER STARTS TO 
SUBSIDE. NUMBER OF PEOPLE DISLOCATED BY THE FLOODS IS NOW 
AROUND 200,000. 

4. CROP DAMAGE HAS BEEN QUITE EXTENSIVE IN PROVINCES OF 
TETE, ZAMBEZI AND SOFALA. ALTHOUGH IT IS DIFFICULT TO GET 
AN ACCURATE ESTIMATE OF HOW MUCH HAS BEEN DAMAGED, IN 
SOFALA OVER TWO THOUSANDS HECTRES OF COTTON HAVE BEEN DAM 
AGED AND THOUSANDS OF HECTRES OF RICE AND MAIZE DESTROYED. WHILE 
THE LOSES TO MOZAMBIQUE'S LARGE SUGAR CROP HAS THUS FAR 

BEEN MINIMAL, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ARE CONCERNED THAT THE 
ZAMBEZI FLOOD WATERS WILL DESTROY THOUSANDS OF ACRES OF 
SUGAR AT THE LUABO, THE MAIN ESTATE OF THE SENA SUGAR COMPANY. 
LUABO IS LOCATED ON THE NORTHERN BANKS OF THE ZAMBEZI RIVER. 

SOME SEVENTY-FIVE KILOMETERS FROM WHERE THE RIVER ENTERS THE 
SEA. THE ZAMEZI HAS NOT CRESTED IN THAT AREA YET. 

5. THERE HAS ALSO BEEN CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE TO INFRSTRUCTURE 
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IN THE AREA. A NUMBER OF ROADS, BRIDGES AND AT LEAST ONE 
RAIL LINE HAVE BEEN DAMAGED OR WASHED AWAY BY THE RIVER. 

6. COMMENT: THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT ASKED FOR OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE 
TO COPE WITH THE CURRENT EMERGENCY. HOWEVER, IF THE SITUATION 
WORSENS, IT MAY BE FORCED TO DO SO. REGARDLESS OF WHETHER IT 
SEEKS OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE AS IT HAS DONE IN PREVIOUS YEARS. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF VAST AMOUNTS OF FOOD CROPS IN THE CENTRAL 
PART OF THE COUNTRY WILL EXACERBATE THE COUNTRY'S FOOD SHORTAGES. 
THE POTENTIAL DESTRUCTION OF LARGE AMOUNTS OF SUGAR ON THE SENA 
ESTATES WOULD ALSO REDUCE SUGAR EXPORTS AND FOREIGN EARNINGS 
IN THAT SECTOR. IN VIEW OF THE SERIOUS DAMAGE TO FOOD CROPS 
DEPT. AND AID MAY WISH TO TAKE THIS EMERGENCY SITUATION INTO 
CONSIDERATION IN REVIEWING EMBASSY'S RECENT REQUEST FOR ADDI- 
TIONAL FOOD AID TO MOZAMBIQUE (SEE MAPUTO 0299). 

DE PRF.F. 
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